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Wishes 


Sophie Lescot 

Meenu my love, my gifted daughter. I am proud of you. I wish you all the 
success you deserve. I appreciate your personality, your behaviour, you are 
precious to me. You bring me so much, I am grateful to you and to my friend 
K.M. GOPAL, your father. He would have been so happy to share with us the 
joy to see your works, your talent, your obstinacy, the way you conduct your 
life with grace and generosity. Thank you my darling for your presence and 
your attention. Thank you for your fidelity. Thank you for your care and your 
love. I feel so lucky and grateful to Gopal who decided to join our lives. God 
bless him. God bless you and the family Selin and Meviya you offered me. 

I wish to see you becoming an artist renowned and celebrated. 

I love you Meenatchi Gopal. 

N. Raghavan 

From the heart to the hand it goes to the heart of everyone 
the one and only force be with you always. 

Peter Reeds 

"Congratulations and my very best wishes to Meenatchi on this exciting 
exhibition showing a modern slant on her 
amazing and colourful, Tamil heritage.” 

Subramanian Gopalsamy 

Hi Meenatchi, you are a lovely daughter of a genius father, charming, 
multi-talented, most caring young lady.... 

I wish your solo showTHE HERITAGE a big success & 
to continue your art related activities. 

May God bless you and your family. 

Bangalore, India 
13th February 2020 
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Dedicated to my father 
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The loveless to themselves belong alone; 

The loving men are others’ to the very bone. 

-Thirukkural #72,200 BCE 



Artist K.M.GOPAL 

(1928 - 2000) 
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Portrait by 

Brian Van de Peer, 2017 







EXHIBITIONS 


EDUCATION 


2020 THE HERITAGE-SOLOSHOW 

Halpern Gallery, Chatham, Kent, United Kingdom 

GROUP SHOW 

Rochester and West Kent Art Society, Kent, United Kingdom 

2019 GROUP SHOW, HALPERN GALLERY, CHATHAM 

Rochester and West Kent Art Society, Kent, United Kingdom 

TAMILS OF LANKA: ATIMELESS HERITAGE 

Tamil Information Centre (TIC), London 


2019 CULTURAL ART AMBASSADOR 

Beach Creative, Herne Bay, 

Kent, United Kingdom 

2018 DIPLOMA IN ART AND DESIGN 

University for the Creative Arts, Canterbury 
Kent, United Kingdom 

2010 BA ENGLISH LITERATURE 

Tamil Nadu, India 


GROUP SHOW 

Beach Creative, Kent, Herne Bay, Kent, United Kingdom 


2017 SOLO SHOW 

Rainham, Kent, United Kingdom 

2016 SOLO SHOW 

Rainham, Kent, United Kingdom 


2011 GROUP SHOW 

Southerland GlobaLChennai, India 


PUBLICATIONS 


2019 KALAIMAIYAM INTERNATIONAL ART FESTIVAL 

Kalaimaiyam Publications, ISBN: 9781912506033 


FIRST WINTER EXHIBITION CATALOGUE 

Gochi Academy of Creative Arts, 

Kalaimaiyam Publications, ISBN: 9781912506057 


2018 KALAIMAIYAM ART FESTIVAL CATALOGUE 

Kalaimaiyam Publications, ISBN: 9781912506026 


2017 TANTRIC SCULPTOR DR.K.M.GOPAL 

An Artist - A Rebellion - A Dare Devil 
Kalaimaiyam Publications, ISBN: 9781912506002 


2018 SOLO SHOW, HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA, LONDON 

High Commission of India, London 
Kent, United Kingdom 


BRITISH YOUNG TALENTS, VOL. 1 

Kalaimaiyam Publications, ISBN: 9781912506040 
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EXPERIENCE 


ORGANISATIONS AND LEADERSHIP 


2013-2015 IBM INDIA LTD 

Bangalore, Karnataka, India 

2011-2013 SERCO INDIA LTD 

Chennai,Tamil Nadu, India 

2008-2011 ICICI BANK INDIA LTD 

Chennai,Tamil Nadu, India 

2004-2008 DECATREND TECHNOLOGIES 

Chennai,Tamil Nadu, India 


2019 FOUNDED GOCHI ACADEMY OF CREATIVE ARTS 

Rochester, United Kingdom 

2019 TUTOR, SERENDIPITY ARTS 

Kent, United Kingdom 

2019 ART VOLUNTEER, OPTIVO HOMES 

Sittingbourne, Kent, United Kingdom 

2019 ARTIST MEMBER 

Rochester and West Kent Art Society, Kent, United Kingdom 

2017 DIRECTOR, UK WOMEN NETWORK (UKWNET) 

London, United Kingdom. Resigned in 2018 

2017 SECRETARY, MEDWAYTAMILSANGAM 

Kent, United Kingdom. Resigned in 2018 

2016 PRESIDENT, KALAIMAIYAM - AN ART COLLECTIVE 

Kent, United Kingdom 
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Artist’s Statement 


The world became a "Global Village" in the late twentieth century. The terminology was coined in 1960s by the 
Canadian thinker Marshall McLuhan, and we witnessed the explosion of media and communication technologies that 
connected people and their emotions across the continents. 

Late 1990s, globalisation has transformed the global production lines towards mass production. With the rapid 
advancement in technology, machines took over men for faster production time and cost advantage. Experience and 
craftsmanship became less demanded in town. Life got busier and the time went on making more money just to spend 
on lifestyle. 

As an artist and a millennial (lucky to have bom in between 1981 and 1996), I had to witness this transformation of life 
from simple self-sustainable living to a life dominated by technology and skyscrapers. 

Scenes like women working in a green farmland surrounded by trees are very common. They give rest to their babies 
sleeping in a cradle made out of a cotton saree tied on one of the branches of the nearby tree, and often women 
running from farmland to reach out their babies in response to their cry for food. They feed them and as soon as they 
gone deep sleep, they get back to the field to continue their work. There were no nurseries back then. 

Every evening, after the women got back from their work, they gather at their neighbour's home for a chit-chat. They 
chat, gossip and make fun of one another to pass the time. The soon they realise about their dinner preparation time, 
they run to their home to start cooking their family dinner. Most houses had a big seating area at the front which is 
called the Thinnai (jr«S|* 9 «a|) and that is where the gathering usually takes place. That was their Netflix or Primetime 
hours. 

Every house had huge clay pots that can store nearly 200 kg or more of rice and grains. The older the pot gets, the 
pride it gets. Pot makers were there in every street. It was fun to walk with our grandparents, try to make a pot and 
make a mess but still our grandparents were proud of us. 

When there was a wedding, they never hired anyone to work for the wedding. The whole village gathers to help the 
family. While the men cook in large size pots (it can serve easily up to 500 to 1000guests), and all the women helped in 
chopping the vegetables and cleaning the vessels. During those preparation days, nobody cooks at their home. 
Grannies always stepped in to support the communal spirit with their special meal, which we all had it together in the 
shade of the moonlight in the vast open ground as marriages happened only in the waxing moon days. 

We had a cow at home which produced abundance of milk which was good enough for thefamily. Curd, butter and ghee 
were made at home. Their exquisite taste and aroma were something unique to each household. They had obtained 
their recipe over generations of expertise passed down to families from their grandparents. Everyday morning my 
grandmother processed the buttermilk to get the butter. I often sneaked to steal it from her behind. Initially she used 
to chase me away, but if I didn't go one day, she will show up with a handful of fresh butter to check if I am OK. The best 
feeling ever in the world. 

Food grains are hand processed using stone grinders and blenders. They are called Ural (tuyti), Ammi Kal (^<£<£**<0) 
and Aattu Kal (^^@**<0), something our ancestors have invented thousands of years ago. They start early in the 
evening before twilight, break the grains, make it a powder, sieve it, dry it for some time and then cook it with sun dried 
meat. That labour-intensive process consumed the whole evening but the end results were worth the efforts. I don’t 
think I will ever get an opportunity to taste such food again in my life. 

Women had worked on all parts of the labour force from agriculture to selling goods such as flowers, bangles, sweets, 
snacks, potteries etc. at village markets. If they didn't work outside for others, they worked equally at home. They 
actively took part in raising their family, while looking after the elders. 
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Google Trends 
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Global Temperature Rise (1960 Vs 2019) 



► 1884 [] 2019 



► 1884 []2019 


Data source: NASA/GISS 

Credit: NASA Scientific Visualization Studio 


The farmlands they once worked are dry and barren now, and the markets they operated are all gone. Their lifestyle 
is completely shattered. Most of the younger generations have now migrated to nearby towns and cities in search of 
new jobs. Elders are now left alone without much care and attention. All these changes happened in just 3 decades. 

Though this has happened to a distant place far away from England, similar changes could have happened to all of us. 
Our lifestyle is changing fast. Preserving our "heritage and identity” and passing them on to our younger generation 
are undeniably at stake. Sustainable lifestyles are not all gone. The closer we adapt the purchasing and spending 
behaviours that our grandparents followed, the less we consume and thereby create less destruction to our nature. 
Heritage is a story that artistically captured those glorious moments that once happened in life, and passing them to 
the next generation. Thanks for your time in connecting with my art - “The Heritage”. 



9 


- Meenatchi Gopal, 
Rochester, England. 
22 - February -2020 
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The Temple Visit 

Watercolour, 22 x 16 inches 











The Petty Shop Lady 

Watercolour, 22 x 16 inches 
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Ural - The Village Mortar 

Watercolour, 22 x 16 inches 




























Tholi - Friends 

Watercolour, 22 x 16 inches 
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Bangle Seller 

Watercolour, 8x6 inches 














Flower Seller 

Watercolour, 8x6 inches 
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The Dish Washing 

Watercolour, 8x6 inches 


Meenatchi Gopal is currently the President of Kalaimaiyam, which is an art collective based in 
the U K. She is also the founder of Gochi Academy of Creative Arts that promotes art among 
the young audience. She is also a tutor at Serendipity Arts, and an active volunteer and art 

enthusiast. 

Meenatchi is a member of Rochester and West Kent Art Society, Kent. She obtained her 
Diploma in Fine Arts from the University for the Creative Arts (UCA), Canterbury. She also 

holds B.A. in English Literature. 

Meenatchi is also a trained Hindustani vocalist. Her diverse interests include cooking, 

gardening and photography. 


For Artistic Collaborations 

meenatchiselin@gmail.com 
Mobile:+44-7493-889441 


ISBN 9781912506064 



Publication Support - Kalaimaiyam (UK) 
All rights reserved © 2020 






























































